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Original Research
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Distinction of the role of physicians in relation to court interactions during the Abbasid
Caliphate (132-656 AH)

Vahid Abedinpoor Josheghani®, Masoomeh Samaei Dastjerdi®*

*Department of Islamic Education, School of Medicine, Isfahan University of Medical Sciences, Isfahan, Iran
"Department of Islamic Education, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

The historical development and definition of social classes in Iran have been profoundly shaped by their
interactions with the court; consequently, whether one is affiliated with the court or not has determined the
categorization of social classes into different groups based on their social hierarchies. This research examines
and distinguishes the position of physicians from this perspective. This topic will reveal some of the untold
aspects of Iranian social history during the Abbasid Caliphate. Physicians were categorized into three groups
based on their relationship with the rulers and caliphs: court physicians, court-popular physicians, and
popular (non-court) physicians. The results of the research indicate that the status of court physicians has
undergone greater fluctuations compared to that of non-court physicians. Meanwhile, court physicians had a
significant advantage in terms of wealth and political influence. Engaging in court rivalries, lack of
familiarity with internal court relations, and insufficient compliance with the principles of medical ethics are
among the reasons contributing to this situation. This study will explore and explain the criteria for
distinguishing the historical position of this class using a historical explanatory method.

Keywords: History of Medicine; Physicians; Social class
Corresponding Author: m.samaei@cfu.ac.ir

Please cite this article as:
Abedinpoor Josheghani V, Samaei Dastjerdi M. Distinction of the role of physicians in relation to court interactions during the Abbasid Caliphate
(132—656 AH). Journal of Islamic and Iranian Traditional Medicine. 2026;16(4):291-302. doi: 10.22034/jiitm/16.4.291.

Copyright: ©Journal of Islamic and Iranian Traditional Medicine. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons

Attribution-Noncommercial 4.0 International License.

Journal of Islamic and Iranian Traditional Medicine Vol.16, No.4; 2026 302



